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SRUC Kirkton & Auchtertyre
Area: 2225 ha
Altitude: 180 - 1025 m
1 Munro and 3 Corbetts
3 river catchments
Geology – metamorphic Dalradian mica-schist
(650 million years old).
Soils – pH 3.6-7.3; podzols; peaty podzols;
peats; poorly developed mountain soils;
alluvial brown earths on the floodplain.
50 ha improved pasture, including 25 ha of
recently reseeded grassland
150 ha semi-improved pasture

1700 ha unimproved hill pasture
300 ha woodland & scrub
1160 ewes (930 Scottish Blackface, 210 Lleyn
and 20 Black Welsh Mountain)

19 Aberdeen Angus cross cows, 21 Shorthorn
2
cross heifers and 2 Highland cows
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Biodiversity on an upland farm

Wetland area managed under the Countryside Premium
Scheme (1997-2007). This area continues to be protected from
grazing and is rich in tall herb and wetland vegetation.

Gorse scrub with scattered trees – Stock fenced as part of the
Countryside Premium Scheme in 1997. Good regeneration
inside enclosure. Important nectar source for invertebrates and
good nesting and feeding habitat for birds.

Biodiversity on an upland farm

The water margins contain abundant tall herb species including
Meadowsweet, Wild Angelica, Common Valerian and Foxglove.
The water margin vegetation provides an important habitat for
pollinating insects and other invertebrates, as well as small
mammals such as Field Voles. These un-grazed corridors are
also important for breeding birds such as Whinchat and
Stonechat and are regularly used by the resident Barn Owls.

Black ‘Highland’ Water Vole in water margin at Kirkton (Gareth Kett, 2014)
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Golden-ringed Dragonfly

Wader Scrapes & Wetland Management
at Kirkton
Black Darter (immature
male)

Four-spotted Chaser

Wader Scrapes & Wetland Management at Kirkton

Common Hawker
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AECS Shelter Belt
(Two blocks each with 165 native
broadleaved trees)

LLTNP Natural Heritage Grant Scheme
2017
Wood Pasture Tree Planting (10 trees)

LLTNP Natural Heritage Grant Scheme
2017
Wood Pasture Tree Planting (30 trees)

LLTNP Natural Heritage Grant
Scheme 2017
Riparian Woodland (40 trees)

Biodiversity on an upland farm
• Agri-environment and Climate Scheme (AECS) (2016-)
– Wetland management (5 areas: 5.14 ha) and wader scrape
creation (x2)
– Water margins (an additional 915 m, 0.76 ha)
– Species-rich grassland creation (1 area: 0.05 ha)
– Shelterbelts (2 x 0.15 ha fenced areas, 165 native broadleaved
trees in each shelterbelt)
– Moorland Management Plan
•
•
•

Current levels of sheep grazing maintained on the hill ground (moderate levels of grazing on some areas, low levels of
grazing on other areas)
Summer hill grazing of cattle
Predator control for black grouse - foxes and hooded/carrion crows (using a Larsen trap)

Rewilding an upland farm
Montane Woodland

Gleann
a’Chlachain
Main
Woodland
(217 ha)
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Gorge Woodland

Allt Gleann
a’Chlachain
Gorge
Woodland (43
ha)
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Biodiversity on an upland farm

Hag Re-profiling

Dam Installation: peat,
wood, gravel

Re-wetting of Bare Peat

More detailed background information available at:
Farming for a Better Climate
Climate change in agriculture and rewilding

Agri-Environment management at Kirkton &
Auchtertyre farms

Podcast:

https://www.fas.scot/publication/the-benefits-of-agri-environmentmanagement-at-kirkton-auchtertyre-farms/

The benefits of wader scrapes on
an upland farm

https://youtu.be/S65y-u8tpQM

Podcast:

https://audioboom.com/posts/7598101-climatechange-in-agriculture-rewilding

The multiple benefits of water
margins on an upland farm

https://youtu.be/5LZV5OuUIzU

Farming with trees: integrating
trees into an upland farm

https://youtu.be/eelpplVvQ3c
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